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mitted by the blockading squadron as a matter of
international courtesy, such neutrals should neces-
sarily satisfy the blockading vessels as to their iden-
tity. I distinctly disclaim any intention of exercis-
ing or claiming the droit de visite of neutral vessels of
war. What I do claim is the right to communicate
with all vessels entering this port, now blockaded
with the forces under my command. It could easily
be possible that it was the duty of the picket vessel
to notify incoming men-of-war that they could not
enter the port, not on account of the blockade, but
the intervention of my lines of attack."

Vice-Admiral von Diedrichs, in denial of the right,
had notified us that he would submit the point to a
conference of all the senior officers of the men-of-war
in the harbor. But only one officer appeared, Cap-
tain Chichester, of the British ImmorialiiL He in-
formed the German commander that I was acting en-
tirely within my rights; that he had instructions
from his government to comply with even more rig-
orous restrictions than I had laid down; and, more-
over, that as the senior British officer present he had
passed the word that all British men-of-war upon
entering the harbor should first report to me and
fully satisfy any inquiries on my part before proceed-
ing to the anchorage of the foreign fleet.

However, Vice-Admiral von Diedrichs was un-
convinced. When, later, the Cormoran, which was
an old offender, was sighted coming up the bayf-waramara*amilies and their conveyers and the plan of
